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many. Although propagandistic activities of the national front
are maintained at full blast, the Communists know that western
Germany has to be written off for the time being. Therefore,
there is no longer any necessity for maintaining the semi-inde-
pendent character of the middle-class parties, and the last
vestiges of semi-independence are being lost in purges, resigna-
tions, and flights. Both parties are now approaching the status
of the NDP (German National party) and the DBF (German
Farmers party), two organizations which were created and con-
trolled by loyal SED officials for the purpose of utilizing peasant
and former Nazi elements.

There is a theoretical foundation in the East German consti-
tution for the complete subservience of the other parties to the
SED. The constitution adopts the bloc system and starts from
the premise that it is the function of every party to participate
in the government, thus negating from the beginning the con-
stitutional role of the opposition.

The elimination of the remnants of semi-independent middle
political organizations has been accompanied by a tightening of
police and political controls. Security is now, as in the U.S.S.R.,
the concern of a special ministry, while the ordinary police are
still controlled by the ministry of interior. The well-trained
paramilitary police units that can be used to put down any open
opposition are equally centrally controlled. It is significant that
the Soviets maintain particularly close control over these key
instruments of state power. The law courts, closely paralleling
developments in the Third Reich, have lost much of their im-
portance and independent status both because of the independ-
ent power of arrest and investigation assumed by the police and
because of the disappearance of separation of power. Important
political trials, which have become more frequent recently, are
now under the jurisdiction of a new supreme court staffed with
politically reliable jurists. The appointment to the lower courts
of people's judges educated in special six-month or two-year
courses gives die regime a more reliable judiciary than that
existing even under Hitler. Thus, with laws unanimously
adapted or changed by a People's Chamber obedient to the
administration, the judicial system operates on the same level
as any other administrative organ of the state.